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It was a hot Summer day, much like any other that August of 1937,
And life moved rmuch as usual in the sleepy little Oklahoma town of Co-
manche, with little excitement other than the twilight league softball
gam2s, ice cream lawn parties and the outcome of the next chapter o f
the Tarzan serial at the Ritz on Saturday night.

Yei., one event has made it stand out from other days in my memxy.
That wes the arrival of a large manila envelope. Its imprint, "Souve-
nir of New York City" was scratched through and the return address of
one Donald A. Wollheim written im., The contents of that envelope was
the very first maiiing of the new Fantasy Amateur Press Association,

Yes, 80 mailings ago, the charter members of this organization
brought forth that first, thin bundle, Its membership contained only
a score of fans, all men and boys intensely absorbed in a new field of
literature that had been on the newsstands only some eight-years.

These fans, unlike devotees to other types of fictiony had banded
together in clubs formed through correspondence with other readers.
Readers whose letters had appmared in the "Discussions™ department of
the first sclenge fiction magazine., Some began to issue small 'fan
mags', containing news, fiction, articles, and artwork devoted to their
gobby, and many displayed promising talent as budding authors and art-

sts.
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Don Wollheim and a few others were familiar with the various ama-
teur press clubs and felt the time appropriate to form such an amateur
journalism group among these fans. The first, hastily assembled mmil-
ing numbered only 42 pages, contributed by 6 members, They were: Ted
Carnell, Will Sykora, /illis Conover, James Taurasi, J. V. Baltadonis,
and Don Wollheim,

FAPA grows slowly but surely through the early years, overcoming
many an internal crisis. It held together through the hectic war yars,
and as it gained strength, altered its constitution in order to expand
beyond its original limit of 50 members. The nations rising standard
of living enabled members to acquire improved methads of duplicatic n
and its publications grew in number, size and reader appeal. And as
postwar science fiction's popularity increased, the organization gain-
ed a large waiting list of fans eager to enter this venerable club.,

And now FAPA is 20 years old -~ an institution held in aigh regard
by fandom. Its list of alumni and present members include countless
names %hat are prominent in the professional science fiction world. It
is a hobhy most rewarding in the bond of close companionship it brings
to its members, irregardless of whether they be doctor, engineer, art-
ist, teacher, minister, salesman, reporter, student or housewife. For
we have them all in FAﬁA, and they share a common pleasure in thelr
quarterly exchange of amateur journalistic efforts, personal opinions
and creative works. .

As a charter member, I had the pleasure of receiving that first
FAPA mailiirng, on that hot Summer day twenty years ago. Now, -time and
faces have changed, but once again it is a typical Summer day, and a
host of fans/iriends are enjoying another mailing....the 80th direct
descendant of {hat pioneer bundle!}

I dedicate this special issue of PHANTASY PRESS, respectfully and
fondly, %o those who pioneered this organization., It is my tribute to
FAPA's 20th Anniversary, and to the Class of '37. I hope you enjoy it
and I know you join me 1in saying

2 N N A T N N N AN
Editnr's Note: I want to take this -
oppoirtunity to express my apprecla-
tion to my Associate Editor and Pub-
lisher-for this Specizl Issue, Ranald
Packer, one of our Vlajting Lister s.
He is respensible for most of t h e
final work on layout, all stencilling,
as wz2ll as the excellent repraoduction,
Withcut his generous assistance, I
doubt this Memeorial Edition could have
been produced.
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DAN McPHAL

then and now

The CIC is now in the midst of a big drive to join all the steel
workers in the nation into one union. Last month Governor Davey of
Ohio ordered 4500 National Guardsmen into the steel strike area around
Youngstown.

Overseas, Jews and Arabs squabble in Palestine while Englaxitries

to deliver a judgment of Solomon in the erisis. On July 17th, the
Spanish civil war was a year old and has already brought death to some
500,000 of its peoples, and American volunteers are fighting -- a n d

dying ~~ there, too.

At home, headlines proclaim the rise of Fascism and Communism in
the United States, while a grasshopper plague, the worst since 1880,
ruing crops in the vast wheat belt. On July 2nd, Amelia Earhart flew
into eternity on her round-the-world attempt, when her Lockheed Elec-
tra vanished over the Pacific. But-a far more important aviation
event is taking place over the Atlantic, where Pan-American and Im-
perial Airways have begun a series of survey flights, aimed at estab-
lishment of safe ocean flight.

Round steak and butter are about 35¢ a pound, milk is 11¢ a n d
sugar about a nickle a pound, but money is tight.- The WPA has c u t
315,000 off its relief rolls which drop them to 1,600,000. For those
who can afford it, the new picture magazine, LIFE, advertises a La-
Salle V-8 for »1095. And the new Oldsmobile has 95 horse power in
the Six and a big 110 horses in the Eight!

But there is lots of entertainment, toc. The sports fans saw a
new heavyweight boxing champ crowned the night of June 22nd, when new-
comer Joe Louis put James J. Braddock away in the 8th round. The big
sensation on radio is one Charlie McCarthy (with Edgar Bergan) w h o
first appeared-last Deccmber. The top movies this Summer are "Knight
Without Armor", with Marlene Dietrich, and "Topper', which stars Ron-
ald Young, Constance Bennett and Cary Grant. Hal Roach left his fa-
mous two-reel ccmedies to film this, and it is drawing big crowds.

.++.+Lf the above coverage of "current events" sounds strange to
some of you, there is a reason for it. For that is the world as it
was in July and August of the year 1937. Franklin Delano Roosevelt
was in his szcond term as president of these United States snd we were
still struggling in the backwash of the terrible depression af these
times. As a result, for many people, pleasures were few and simple,
and as inexpensive asg possible,

And a new breed of reader and collector - the science fiction
fan - often found his then sikimpy collection almost more than he could
afford. But by scne means or another, many managed to obtain a n d
keep the publications of tha% period. - This also included keeping a
close watch on 'border-lire' prospects, such as ARGOSY, POPULAR, DOC
SAVAGE, DIME MYSTERY, HORROR STORIES and KAZAR THE GREAT.

Of course the fans big interest lay in AMAZING STORIES, ASTOUN-
DING STORIES, THRILLING VONDER STORILS and VEIRD TALES. To retain the
atmosphere of the fan world of two decades ago, let's take a look at
a typical issue of a typical prozine of that day, to wit:
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THRILLING WONDER STORIES for August, 1937:

This publication was the outgrowth of Hugo Gernsback's SCIEZNCE WONDER
and AIR VONDER STORIZES of 1929, later 'WONDER STORIES. Gernsback had
sold out a year previously to Better Publications which were continu-
ing on a bi-monthly basis, The magazine had a bulky feel, with its
untrimmed 132 pulp pages, and you felt you had a good buy for the 15¢
price tag. It had a Wesso cover, containing a tremendous amount of
detail, showing Earthmen attacking ameoba~like creatures on Ganymede.
It depieted a scene from John W, Campbell's "The Double Minds": Other
novelettes were by Otis A. Kline, Eando Binder, and Paul Ernst, with
shorts by Edmend Hamilton (about an earth sateilite, no less), J.Har-
vey Haggard and two newcomers.: All inside illos were by V/essoloski

and excellent, P. E. Cleator, a leader in the British Interplane-

tary Soeciety, had a most comprehensive article on rocket deelomments,

with photos. Jssues of this time also featured "IF", ax interesting
illustrated '"believe-it-or-not" type by Jack Binder, younger brother
of the other two, EandC Binder; plus the notorious Zarhak cartoon which
raised a howl similar to that against the 'build-in funnies'd a cer-
tain prozine that was due to appear nearly twenty years later.

TWS of those days included a host of"extras' including book re=«
views (Weinbaum Memorial volume)}, movie reviews ("The Eternal Mask"),
Science Questigns and Answers, Swap Column, The Reader Speaks(letters
from J.V. Baltadonis, Roy Squires, T. Bruce Yerke) and the Scienc e
Fiction League, which listed six foreign chapters and 30 domestic(in-
cluding one at Bloomington, Ill.) James Taurasi is anounced as head
of the new Flushing chapter. Among new members are R.R. Winterbotha,
John Guinta and Alex Osheroff. Ads inc¢luded interesting data regar-
ding 40 power telescopes for &2.48, false teeth on 60 day trial, and
how to raise giant frogs. Also other mags of that time were adver-
tised: POPULAR WESTERN, THE PHANTOM DETECTIVE, G~MEN, MECHANICS AND
HANDICRAFT, EVERYDAY ASTROLOGY and COLLEGE HUMOR.

The fan world of 1937 was small but active and many excellent
fanzines appeared, in many forms. Perhaps the best inapesrance was
SCIENTIFICTION, printed bi-monthly by '/alter Gillings. This British
Fantasy Review contained a wealth of information and resembled t h e
American SCIENCE FICTION DIGEST, an earlier publication.

In the U.S. the first great surge of fandom appeared over,as the
outstanding ISA group disbanded and discontinued their large size IN-
TERNATIONAL OBSERVER. The S.F. Advancement Assn was building, gpear-
headed by their monthly TESSERACT. Morris Dollens celebrated the
first anniversary-of his excellent SF COLLECTOR by changing the hecto
mag to large size, and then the very next issue he had to give up the
magazine, John Baltadonis then took over in a very efficient manner.
Richard Wilson brought out a neat, printed issue of THE ATOM. Other
fanzines included Olon Viiggins SF FAN and Claire Becks SF CRITIC. And
in Flushing, NY a young fan, Jimmy Taurasi, launched what was to be a
long and successful career with the first issue of COSMIC TALES.

But the biggest event of the year was not launched with geat fan-
fare, but slowly develcped, mainly through correspondenge, by its
founder, Donald A. Yollheim, I refey, of coyrse, to the Famtasy Ama~
teur Press Association.

And now, 20 years have passed since FAPA wags launched. Two tur~
bulent decades have seen the teen-age fans of 1937 grow into manhood
fight in a world war that saw some give their lives in their country's
cause, has seen them marry, and has even seen some of their children
become fans.

The small, exclusive world of sf has grown tg enormous size and
fans number in the thousands, And the men who launched FAPA can look
with pride on thte oldest of fan organizations in which membership has
become a much sought after and cherished badge of the actifan.
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VERNON McCAIN

908 Walker
Wenatchee, Wash.
June 21, 1957

Dear Dan:

About this proposed memorial publication, I don't know just
what I can say. My own membership in FAPA comprises only 7% of
those twenty years and, since my interest in the organization is
primarily of a current, rather than historical, nature I find it
difficult to think of any really germane comment to make,

However, I might say that I do think this is a noteworthy
anniversary in that it demonstrates a remarkable stability for an
organization which exists within a movement always distinguished
for its constantly changing nature and amorphousness. It took a
unique (though perhaps fortuitous rather than intentional) com-
bination of factors to build a group which offered its members
sufficient return in satisfaction and enjoyment to make it a pam-
anent institution rather than merely another in the long list of
mayfly clubs which science-fiction fandom has otherwise spawned.
Many individuals contributed to this success but I think that two
can be particularly singled out for mention. The member that
contributed more than any other to this valuable sturdiness was,
in the first decade of FAPA's existance, Jack Speer, while in the
second decade I think the most valuable member salute was earned
by Harry Warner,

T/,Qmav\_()/? ! a""’"-

Vernon McCain
President 1956-57 of tha zutasy
Amateur Press Associatiox

"
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reflectior

From the fertile brain of Don Wollheim,
No, 1 Fan of his time, came the origina
concept of our organization; "....to go on
for years...", he said at that time. But
we doubt that he visualized the extent of
its growth when he launched it two decades

2£0.

&

When I look back on my fan activities of bygone days (and I must
::say that generally I dislike doing so, as I ever prefer to keep looking
forward to present projects and future plans) I am sometimes rather as-
tonished &t hovw unimportant has become so many of the things that loom-
‘ed so big on those fannish horizons. Feuds and arguments, opinions and
urgent caus2s, have somehow flattened out and now it hardly seems worth
the bother of remembering how they came out or even if they were e ver
‘compleved. But it is beginning to seem as if, among all the hullaba-
" loo of an active fan career, the creation of the FAPA may eventually
sprove the most permanent. It is at this time running neck and neck
‘with two other innovations of my creation in the thirties-~-the inven-
~tion of the sf convention and the creation of GhuGhu. But time is
‘likely to favor FAPA, if this is to prove an elimination contest.

And so I can honestly say that I'm happy to hear FAPA is healthier
than ever in this of the far future, 1957 (as it seemed then----Gerns-
back in one of his earlyv stf magazines said we'd reach the moonby 1950
i-~~-see what 1 mean?), and that its mailings are assuming astronomical
‘proportions and its line of applications waiting for membership evi-
dently now stretches all the way around the block and halfway across
ithe avenue,

One of the practical purposes of an amateur press association is
to serve as a practical training ground for professional careersin the
literary world, The roster of the National A.P.A., for instance, has
quite a list -~ but a survey of the sf pro field today would show  a
solid list of FAPA graduates in all branches. And I think that for only
twenty years of existance, it would be shown to have easily otstripped
all other organizations of its sort, percentagewise.

So, keep those mimeos running!

/!



A pleasant nostalgia hit me
when I first saw the title that
Ted Carnell is wusing for this
article, as it recalls his very
popular department in my SCIENCE
FICTION NEWS of 1935-36, Ted,
pioneer fan and a loyal friend,
j ; 3 edits Britain'’s two top prozines
p i 1 “ and is Chairman of this year's

» { 1 WorldCon in London.

It certainly seems strange typing the old column heading after a
lapse of twenty years but 1 greatly appreciate Dan McPhail inviting me
to contribute an article to commemorate the 20th Anniversary of FAPA,
I also get a kick out of learning that quite a number of my o01ldetime
columnist friends will be appearing in this issue, The surprising
thing is that so many of the old~time fans are still active in the field
---many of them professionally.

Without my file of those early SCIENCE FICTION NEVS handy (they
vere carbon copies, with a circulation of about 20, I believe) I am
having to rely on memory for past events, but the most significant item
to myself is the friendships made all those years back whiech have en-
dured and even been strengthened through the two decades.

Dan McPhail was one of the first Americans I became friendly with
through fandom ~- the sequence grew out of my contacting George Gordon
Clark of Brooklyn, who was No, 1 in the old Science Fiction League. A
column I wrote for his BROOKLYN REPORTER brought a request from Claire
Beck of California for his SCIENCE FICTION CRITIC. Dan picked it up
from there and "London Calling" was inaugurated. From those early be-
ginnings the long trail eventually led to permanent editorship of Bri-
tain's two magazines, NEW WORLDS and SCIENCE FANTASY. Fate certainly
produces some strange twists.

One of the first columnist scoops I made back in those days for Dan
was to cover the premiere of H. G. Yell's "Things To Come' a&and get the
copy away by air on the first transatlantic mail plane, wich meant that
he had the copy out within 10 days of the film being shown in London,
By and large the column dealt with the early struggles of an isolated
British fandom growing up without any home produced professional maga-
zines. They were pretty good days even then, although I think they are
a lot better today. 12
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I had a lot of fun producing items for FAPA in its early stages---
at that time I was working in a printing house in London and was able
to set up and run off the JOURNAL's for the British Interplanetary So-
ciety, for which T was Publicity Director. Copies of these Jourmals
became my contribution to IFAFPA. And through FAFA I corresponded with
Don 'ipllheim, Bob Lowndes, Bob liadle, Jack Baltadonis, and a host of
others still active in science fiction =-- most of whomI have now met on
one or the other of my two trips to the States. But the crowning disa-
ppointment is that I have never yet met Dan McPhail, although we have
spoken to each other by telephone and our two families correspond regu-
larly.

This column is more reminiscences than reporting -- unavoidably so
when thinking back over the events of 20 years, yet this gap finds my-
self Chairman of the 15th liorld Science Fiction Convention being held
in London. Few Americans will realize the intense satisfaction Bri-
tish fans in general feel at this step forward along the inter-nation-
alization of science fiction -- they are determined that this year's
Convention will be one which will go dowvn in Con history as being a
eriterion. From the advance information I have, it certainly looks as
though it will be, tooe.

With John W. Campbell, Jr. coming over as Guest of Honor, and a
charter plane with 55 visiting Americans, plus others traveliing inde-
pendently, North American representation is going to be strong. We have
to live up to a lot of big past Convention events and at the same time
present a Convention that is subtlely different in a British manner.
Primarily the success of the Convention will rest on timing and organi-
zational ability, both of which I am assured of through the Programme
Committee who all reside in Liverpool, some 250 miles North.

By the time this article is published the Convention will be al~
most upon us, I wish that all of you who read this could be there,
That being impossible you will be hearing a lot about it in the f a n
press and pro journals after it is all over. ihatever the opinions
finally expressed I am thinking of the Convention as the bridge that has
spanned a 20-year gap. There should be a lot of traffiec aeross it in
the years to come.
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Dear Jack: : : :

I was reading an old letter, dated Oct. 12, 1935, from Comanche,
the other day. It started off "I was talking to Preston /my cousin/
in study hall the other day and we got started on stf."

That was the first communication that I received from Jack Speer,
SIL #297. t/hich must make us among the very early correspondents of
fandom, I'd say. You mentioned that you were then in corresnondence
with DAW and I had a few fellows I'd written to, also.

Anyway, it was a long time ago, and a lot of water has gone under
the bridge, as they say, but they have certainly been colorful, event-
ful years. All of us have had experiences and have evolved into ways
of life that we perhaps little suspected in those happy, long-ago days.
You especially, Jack, have had a varied career the past two decades.
Compared to myself, for example, you have really gone places, Africa,
all points of the U.S., T guess perhaps 2ll of the s-f cons and have
met a great many of the more prominent fans. And now established,
with family, in a successful (I trust) legal career.

svssesssss] am putting out a special souvenir editiondThe Press,
commemorating FAPA's 20th Anniversary. It will be an effort to add
to the historical volumes of fandom = of which you have contributed so
much. As FAPA's only continuous member since 1937, would you kindly
write a review of the past 20 years, hitting the highlights and major
developments?

As Ever,
N
" A

Dear I'ellow-Fossil:

I turned your suggested topic over in my mind, but didn't come up
with anything that seemed to be worth writing an article about. So
instead I dug up a rough draft that had been ripening in my drawer for
a few years, and rewrote it, as you see enclosed.

No, I haven't been to nearly all of the s~f conventions, I was
doing pretty well up to 1948, and then I didn't hit any until 1950 and
1951 and haven't been to one since, I'd like to go to the one in
London, and am hoping to....

See You In FAFA,

Gock_

’
L
- PR— — —— > cm—

FAPA has never had a more stanch and loyal |
supporter than Jack Bristol Speer, charter
member and legal-guardian of our order. His
services have ranged from constitutional re-
writing to outright financial support, FPHAN-
TASY PRESS is unable to print his article due
| to its length, but watch for his "Tarzan and
14 i the Lost Worlcd® complete in the next issue,

| — —
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PHANTASY PRESS is happy for the privilege
of bringing back to FAPA a charter membe who
led all others in activity our first year.
He is a most distinguished alumnus who has
made a career of covering the news events of
the s-f world. ‘ie therefore are presenting
his article much as he would do in his famous
newspaper, which, we are proud to say, wWas
inspired by the old Rocket, our predecessor.

Aj§7 S SRy o \ ﬁ};ié,/"jb<>/”~¢~<\ ;ft:fe>/ Y
Selence-Tiction Cines

16th Year - Vol, 12--_xtra Aug., 1957 Special PHANTASY PRESS Edition
OLDEST SCIENCE FICTION NATIONAL
ORCANIZETION IN US. CELEBRATES
2014 ANNIVERSARY
by James V. Taurast Sr.

College Point, NY, 7 July 1957 {CNS)* - With its 80th mailing The Fan-
tasy Amateur Press Association celebrates its 20th Anniversary, making
it the oldest national science~fiction fan organization in the United
States. Only two local clubs, the PSFS and the LASFS are older, and

the World Science Fiction Convention is next in line with 18 years of
age.

When the FAPA was activated there were about 50-odd fans in the
US, and each one bought or traded to get every fan mag then being pub-
lished. U'ith this in mind, the FAPA was organized; patterned after
the NAFPA and other non<sf amateur press organizations., The founding
fathers forsaw the day, they thought, when subscription fan mags would
be a thing of the past and all fan mags would go out through the FAPA.
No one at that time could see a future when s~f fandom would grow to
enormous numbers. Today, unfortunately, the FAPA is almost a forgot-
ten organization, Though the membership number has been raised, i t
still is only a drop in the waters of s~f fandom, and subscripticnmg-
azines are more numerous than ever before. One today may wonder why
the limitation of FAPA was only 50 at the beginping. At that time most
fan mags were hectographed, and 50 clear copies were all you could ex-
pect.

My own activity in the FAPA was cut short by the founding of FAN-
TASY-NEWS in 1938 which besan to take up most of my free time, Since
then, SCIENCE FICTION TIMES, now in its 16th year, married life a n d
two kids take up all my time, with no time at all for such a fine or -
ganization,

Let us, 20 years later, look up a few of the Charter members of
the FAPA and see what they have done in s-f in twenty years:

/5
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10,
11,

12,

Donald A. Uollheim. Since then he's marrijed, has a kid, has edit-
ed such pro mags as STIRRING SCICNCE STORIES, COSMIC . SCIEKCE FIC-
TION, AVON FANTASY READER, aVON S~F READER, 10 STORY FANTASY; has
been a successful s-f author, editor of anthologies and 1is at pre-
senﬁ the editor of the ACE s-f pocket books and SATURN SCIENCE FIC-
TION.

John B. llichael is the editor of an air magazine among other things.
Ted Carnell is the editor of the British NLV "CRLDS ax@ SCIENCE-FAN-
TASY, is editor of numerous anthologies, s~f agent and chairman of
the 15th Worldcon,

Fred Pchl has been editor of SUPER SCIENCE STORIES, ASTONISHING
STORIES, of numerous anthologies, a most successful s-~f author, and
his new s«f magazine STAR SCIENCE FICTION MAGAZINE will see 1 t s
first issue this fall,

Dave Kyle has been a s-f book editor, s-f artist, chairman of the
14th World Science Fiction Convention, and chairman of the success-
ful London Plane Trip and organizing the chartering of a plane to
carry 55 fans to and from the LondonCon this year,

Julius Schwartz at the time of the organization was-a successful sf
agent. - Now he is editor of the Superman DC comics, editing two sf
comics, STRANGE ADVENTURES and MYSTERY IN SPACE,

Robert . Lovndes has been a successful sf author and is now editor
of FUTURE SCIENCE FICTION, SCIENCE FICTION STORIES and SF QUARTERLY.

Dick Vilson has turned out to be one of the top-notch sf authors of
today.
Sam ioskowitz has become Mr, Science Fiction of Zastern U3, He

edited SCIENCE FICTION PLUS, an anthology, runs a series of arti-
cles in SATBLLITE SCIENCE FICTION and is the successful editor of
the leading frozen foods magazine. Author of THE IIIORTAL STORI,
the only history of sf and of sf fandom, and still one of the most
active fans in the field,

Robert A, Madle has a successful column in Lowndes' s-f magazines,
"Inside Science Fiction', and is still very active,

Our own boy, Dan L[icFhail, has returned to activity in se~f fandom,
He is a past president of the Oklahoma SF Confederation, (successor
to the old 054), and Co-Ordinator for this year's 5th OklaCon, He
is an interviewer for the Zmployment Security Commission and fea-
ture editor of their employees journal; is chief observer of his
cities Ground Observers Corps and puts out their bulletin. He 1is
married and has two children.

Me, I publish SCILZNCE FICTION TIrES, the oldest fan mag of them ali,
and do some articles for the pros now and then (see the Sept., 1957
AHAZING STORIES}., I'm employed as a mechanic for the Consolidated
Edison Company, a producer of electric and gas light and power,
York usually in the giant power house next door to the UN in New
York City.

lMost of the founding members were in their-teens or early Ls when

TAPA was started and are now past or pushing 40, ard almost all are
still active one way or another in science fiction fandom,

Ily most heartfelt congratulations to a fine organization- on i ts

20th Anniversary. It brings back old happy times. Hey, Dan, place me
on the waiting list. I want in againl

*Cosmic 'News Service

Editor's Note: It was my very great pleasure, on receipt of
the above, to write the Secretary and request that the name
of James Taurasi, charter member, be placed on the F A P 4
walting list. /6



- ) Bob tladle is the 1957 winner of the

i BOB MADLE TAFF eleetion and will represent the US
| at the London convention.

Here, one of fandom's most distin-

.- guished historians reveals for the fir-

o st time the intrigue and maneuvers that

SO —

t Q}t """ T went on before the start of FAPA.
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How did the FAPA actually start? Vhat were the underlying causes
for its formation twenty years ago? Those are difficult questions,
especially the latter because some might say there were no basic cau-
ses -- it was just something that liollheim just dreamed up one nignt.
Perhaps so. But it is felt here that the following little tale which
I don't think has been told before, may shed some light on the subject.

As those of you who have read THE IMMORTAL STORM know, the lead~-
ing fan group of 1935-36 was the International Scientific Association.
This was an organization originally intended for the-discussion of and
advancement of science. However, as time displayed, the most active
and vociferous members of the group were science fiction fans. The
president of the ISA {formerly the International Cosmos Science C1l ub)
was t/illiam S. Sykora. Other leading lights were John B, Michel,
Frederick Pohl and Donald licllheim.

Briefly, Sykora was a rare combination of scientific experimenter
and science fiction fan. He had been reading sf since t h e early
Gernsback days, and was firmly convinced that science fiction should
develop in one an interest in practical science, The ISA was based on
this premise, However, it soon became evident to Sykora that t h e
science fiction fans were rapidly assuming control of the organization,
and the “scientific experimenter” group were either leaving the'club,
or remaining inactive. This was a blow to the Sykora idealogy, and
Will, a man of sudden and strange decisions, made one that shook fane
dom to its very foundations.

Sykora, realizing that he was loosing control of not only the ba-
sic reason for the existance of the ISA, but pof the organization it~
self, sent a letter to all members of the club announcing his resigna-
tion., -‘He deplored the fact that "scientifiction had become an end in
itself", rather than a means to an end. In his letter he recommended
James Blish or Robert A, lMadle as his successor, It should be obser-
ved that both Blish and myself were very young ~=- but very active mem-
bers in the ISA, despite the fact that we were comparatively r e cent
members., ELven so, I was dumbfounded to be named by the great Sykora
as his successor.,

l/ollheim, realizing that Sykora really wanted to get control o f
the ISA out of New York, decided to disband-the organization. By some
clever manipulating, he was able to do this, and to all intents a n d
purposes, the ISA was dead,

It was at this time that Jollheim decided that a truly representa-
tive science fiction club should be formed to fill the vacuum created
by the dissolution of the ISA. Now "i0llheim was quite active in the
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mundane APA's of the day, and saw in them the germ of a newscience fic-
tion organization. He talked over the idea with his compatriot, John
B. Michel, who was quite enthused. Then both Yollheim and Fichel made
a special trip to Philadelphia to discuss the situation with me. (This
was liemorial Day, 1937).

At this time l:0llheim was. without a shadow of a doubt, the biggest
name in fandom, and his special attention to me was very flattering. In
retrospect I can see that Yollheim felt it would be more logical to have
me with him than against him. Despite the fact that I was only 16 at
the time, I was the editor only fan magazine, and had recently b een
elected President of the PSFS. Also, and this is verv significant «--
Sykora had named me as a potential successor.

tiollheim outlined his plans to nme. They included a modest begin-
ning with fans either placing their subzines in the mailings, or crea-
ting a new publication for the organization. Bventually, explained
DAW, the entire fan field would be simplified to the extent that every-

one would receive everyone else's fanzine -- under this most novel ar-
rangment. After all. no one made money on fanzines, amd this would in-
sure the receipt of all others in exchange. Furthermore, it would be

an organization of science fiction fans (scientific experimenters were
not wanted and, indeed, would find it difficult to become members).

The officers had already been handpicked, - Wollheim, of course,
would be the Fresident, [lichel Official Editor, and Pohl Secretar y-
Treasurer, The office of Vice~President was offered to me. I accep-
ted ~=- naturally. (Note: The offices held by Michel and Pohl may be
revers?d. After 20 years, it is possible that my memory is a little
shaky.

A month or so later I was visiting in New York and received a let-
ter from Will Sykora. He wanted to see me immediately =-- on a matter
of utmost importance, That evening I found my way out to Long Island
Clty and was confronted with a real pregnant proposition by oily ¥ill,
He wanted the 1SA reorganized (it had been illegally disbanded, he said)
and wanted me to be President. Two magazines would be published --~ a
science fiction magazine and a science~experimenter's magazine. I
would edit the foimer, he the latter. His mimeograph would be come
mine; he would supply all the money needed to get the organization off
to a good start.

My youthful mind reeled with the possibilities., In one swoop I
could become one of the leaders of_fandem -- and be able to publish the
fan magazine of my dreams (I had always visualized a printed or well -
mimeoed zine based on the old SCI&ZNCE FICTION DIGEST.) Fully aware of
the fact that I would incur the wrath of VWollheim, I accepted. (It
should be mentioned that, up until this time, very few people had in -~
curred the wrath of ‘lollheim -- and stayed in fandom.)

Not only did I announce my plans of reorganizing the ISA, but I
also decided to run for V-P of FAPA, despite the 100% opposition of the
liollheim group. In the election returns I lost out by one vote t o an
Indian bloke from Oklahoma named Mick Fale or Mack Fale, or something
like thats, I can still vividly recall hollering foul, and accus in g
Wollheim of rigging the election. Hoviever, DAW merely benignly stated
“Whom the Gods destroy, the first make mad.”

This was all so long ago. Yet 2as I sit here and recall t h ese
events it doesn't seem possible that 20 years passed. And who would
have thought, in 1937, that the FAPA would still be flourishing--sgsen-
tially in its original form ~= in 19577



[> MICHAEL RCOSENBLUM

Michael Rosenblum, editor of the
3 Leeds SFL Bulletin of 1938, and a
e leader in keeping British fand on
f\ \ ‘[—J alive during the long war years,
/ \/ — here pays tribute to FAPA for its
'/ = role as a source of inspiration and
o ‘1Lj23 hope during those difficult times,

No one can deny that twenty years is a long time, and it rather
shakes me to-think that it is so long since the formal inception of the
FAPA, Alas, where have the years gone to? But I am very pleasa that
someone has thought about it, and proposes to mark the occasion by the
issue of a special edition and I salute the gallant IMr. McPhail as a
founder-member who has stayed the course - which is more (alas, again})
than I managed to do,

There is little doubt that someone else will deal with the birth
pangs and early days of the society, All this takes its place in the
fan histories. 'hat I should like to do is give an appreciationof how
much FAPA meant to me in the early years of the war - Britain's war, I
mean - 1939 to 1941.

British fandom disintegrated right at the outbreak of hostilities.
There were good reasons for this. Many people were in the forces in
the first few months, many were evacuated from their original haunts,
all of us had no idea of what conditions would be like and some of us
rather expected long=range rockets and the breakdown of civilization
before the year was out. Cur Leeds group just melted away = the chair-
man had just qualified as a chemist and went straight into the medical
corps; the librarian was a fterritorial' (similar to the US National

Guard) one was already a "militiaman' - that was the first group of
peacetime conscripts called up just before the war began, and others
followed in the groups of conscripts called up on the outbreak. As

some of you are aware, I wouldn't go; but we won't go into that jus t
nov.,

But all in all, I was very lonely at that time. Arthur C. Clarke
did start some chaine-letters circulating as soon as regular addresses
were obtainable but these were few and far between. Fandom to me there-
fore became entirely contact with Americans, And the nerve-~centre of
that contact was the Fantasy Amateur Press Association. That was the
time when mailings were locked forward to for weeks, read and re=-read
avidly; and the atmosphere the little mags brought with them seemed to
bring a breath of sanity (seems rather ironical to say that about fan-
dom, but 'tis true) into a thoroughly mad phase of existance. If some
of the FAPAns of the time did not realize this, may I point out that it
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is by far my strongest memory of FAFA, I almost lived the snippets of
real life that were mentioned so casually, I was practically present at
the Conventions and meetings whose accounts were published - since then
recent Conventions seem hazy echoes of what the real Conventions h a d
been like--to one who wasn't there., They became twice as large as life
at least.

So I should like to make this message an appreciation of the mental
and the moral assistance given to me, at least, by the American members
of FAFA in those war years. If T may, I would expand this appreciation
wider by offering thanks to all American fandom who showed their solid-
arity with British fandom and sent over fan and prozines, laid out sub-
scriptions for us, and even sent food parcels at times. And I rather
have the suspicion that FAPA was then the central nervepoint that made
these things possible, Which may be something of a new idea to vou
Yankees as to the reason d' etre of the organization.

I am still sorry that outside reasons forced me to leave FAPA soon
after the war, Please count me as a most sympathetic onlooker. In
my room, crammed with books and magazines that wait years for +tidying
and listing, I still have two boxes of all the FAPA mailings of the first
ten years, and I still enjoy Jjust leafing through them for a quick glance
after all these years; and one day I have promised to let Ron Bennett
read right through them, which may lead to an article or two.

FAPA «=- oh, those dear dead daySe.e.
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R:FL:CTIO[\'S ROBERT A. W. LOWNDES

\4\
l\\ It is a pleasure to present
e

j - !\\ . the views of the top editor of

% R | l P ' the Columbia Publications, as
\ ::) \\\ charter member Bob Lowndes
PEON e A turns his keen analytical eve

on some of the early concepts
of FAPA.

ihen the Fantasy Amateur Press Association was formed, back in the
Summer of 1937, I doubt that anyone stopped to wonder whether it would
still be going twenty years hence. And T doubt even more whether any
of the founders imagined FAPA existing in 1957, but without most of the
"big name” fans of the time, who had set it upe. I myself am astonishead
to learn, every few years, that FAPA yet survives--but somehow the sur-
prise is a pleasant one, even though I haven't seen a mailing for well
nigh a decade.

It might not be a bad idea to look into some of the original ex-
pectations of the founding fathers, estimate whether they were realigzed,
and see if they still make sense today. I can speak very authorita-
tively on this subject because I've had no connection with FAPA fa about
a dozen years, and no connection with any other APA for over six years,
I am thus uncontaminated by contact with my subject. {(This is one of
the prime requisites, you know, for being an authority on any aspect
of science fiction - it's best to have had no experience at all}; t h e
next best thing is to have had a little experience -~ sufficiently long
ago to insure that any knowledge you may have is properly obsolete.)

There were quite a few fan magazines in business in 1937, but a fan
publisher c¢ould never be sure of his circulation. Not that any fan
publisher, to my knowledge, ever expected to make a profit on his ven-
ture = merely to clear expenses was the top expectation--but the pub-«
lishing fan did want to have his efforts read by other fans of the day,
particularly the top ten, He could rarely be sure whether a given run
was sufficient - the odds were that he'd have stacks of copies he could-
n't even give away, or that he'd find he had a sell-out and late-~comers
were clamoring for copies.

FAPA, we reasoned, would solve the-problem: the FAPA publisher
could be sure of a definite circulation, and need print no more copies
than were necessary to cover the membership. If he wanted to print
more, to circulate outside the organization, that was another m atter;
if I remember correctly, he could offer them to sale to non-members,

Well, the fact that FAPA is still going pretty much proves that
this was a sound idea. After all, while the act of publishing yar own
vaper is rewarding in itself, the fun doesn't last if you don't see evi-
dence that a fair number of people are reading your efforts.

I think that, while there was no intention to drive the subscrip-
tion magazines out of business, we reasoned that, if the new organiza-
tion clicked, FAFA would absorb all the fan publishers, The idea was
that, for a modest membership fee, which would cover mailing costs, wve
could be all sure of getting all the fan magazines published., In those
days, new ventures were popping up all the time; at times fa n magazine
collectors would learn of a new title only after the first few 1ssues
vere out of print,



Needless to say, this was a futile hope and obviously is even less
likely to be realized today. Nor should it be. Some fan publishers
don't want an assured circulation; they want to see how well their ef-
forts can compete in an open market and want to conduct their hobby in
the manner of a business. There was certainly that element of compe-
tition in 1937 fan magazines, and I suspect that it's still there today.
In some instances, the fan publishing indevendently will bring out a
better product than he would were his circulaticn assured. Tt's all a
matter of individual temperament; some need the spur of competition for
sales while others will do their best anyway.

FAPA publishing offered opportunity for a type of journalism which
the subscription magazine did not -- the personal organ, the publication
which was glorified correspcudence. Instead of writing long letters to
a dozen people, you wrote one long letter and it was sent to up to fifty
people, This approach could bring forth some pretty sad publications,
but it could also result-in some fascinating ones, too. Both kinds ap-
peared, And, after all, since each member-receives a large selection
of publications, he'd get his money's worth, even if he does ignore some
items in the package.

I think it's safe to assume that this still goes on.

The facts of life being what they are, we mustn't overlook the fact
that part of the motive in organizing FAPA was prestige-building on the
part of the organizers and the heavy contributers. That motive still
exists, and there's nothing wrong with it. Fans being what they are,
you have to deliver in order to build prestige, and fan reputatioens
have been boosted via FAFA. It's still going on, isn't it? Fine,
There was also the hope of bringing collective influence to-bear upon
the professional magazine editors. This was more nebulous, since it
assumed the possibllities of a more united voice in fandom that couldor
can be ever realized, That professional editors are susceptible ¢t o
fan influence goes without saying; however, the extent has never been
measurable, and I doubt if it will ever be such.

And, finally, there was the hope that, through the media of pub-
lishing and criticizing in FAFA, some fans could be helped tc attaintle
status of professional authors,

This, I have become convinced, is a fallacy. It overlooks the
fact that few "fan critics" understand professional standards well enuf
to make meaningful criticlsm - and "few" is an overstatement, T h e
effect of such criticism 1s more likely to foster illusions than to of=-
fer genuine help, to convince the would~be writer that he is ready t o
sell when he is nowhere near the mark, Even professional criticism is
not too reliable, because the man who tells you that you're ready for
sales doesn't buy the stories, The only professional criticism that
really helps an author in is the kind that comes in a letter from a n
editor, saying "do so-and-so and I'll take it,"

All in all, T think that most of the intentions of FAPA's founders
were realized, and that the original aims are good today, in respect to
its continuance, as they were in 1937. Of course, they've all beenim-
proved upon; that goes without saying.
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; Secience fiction author, editor
Jhe formahon O}C and acent, TAPA charter wmember

; Sam Moskowitz is noted also for
FA PA as seen in cormiline the onlvy complete his-

torr of early fendom, "The Immor-
tal Storm," At his surrestion,
we are renrinting Chapter 22 from

this important work.

ST O R

by Sam MOSKOWITZ

As hses heen noted, Donald A, Wollheim was the leading fan during
the first six months of 1937. And when fandom felt itts foundations
swept awey, naturallv all looked to Wollheim for leadership, His
first answer was that fAmerica fandom had failed, and that all should
look %o Briftain, To those who st111 wighed to nuhlish Wollheim set
the examnle by issuing a series of envelone-sized mimeorraphed leaf-
lets whiec™ he niclmamed "mi iimaprs," Thege carried such titles a s,
The Science Fiction Bard, The Mentator, Voice of the Gostak a n d
others. Some of these were the - whrks of Pohl. Tere, said Wollheim,
vas a chean form of nuhlighin~s .- ."macazines" vrich ecould he distribu-
ted fres to correanondants.

But fana did not take to this iden. Some of them, viewing the
larre number of titles, imacined the firle to be az flourishing a 8
ever: they recocnized no reneral collapse, but neverthelesa could not
heln feeling the lack of interration in the field. Wishine to do
somethine abovt 1t, they attemoted to publish as wefore, hut were met
hv the ohstacles we have alreadv noted and could not uwnderstand why
conditions were not alleviated,

T~en Wollkeim, howina to the desire of fandom to continue on 1its
ovn, came forwvard w1th a second 17ea, not onlvy nmuch hetter than hi s
first but of suvch surprising foresirht as filmost to fail hrecause the
wouthful fans were not readsy for it. Por some time sueh fans a 3
Wollheim, Shenard and Rloomer had been active in amateur preas assoc-
iations. Indeed, in the Fall of 1234 Wollheim harfd actuallv Adlscuss-
ed with “Mller and Rlish the possihilities of ovranizing such a group
in the fan field} nothine came of 1t at the time, however, In mid-
1937 he not only provosed the i1dea aa a soclution to fandom's problems,
hut heran immediately to viork on the material factors needed for its
sucecess, Throurh corresvondance and versonfa contact he convinece 4
such rigsine leaders as Rnltadonis and Taurasi of the efficacy of his
new iden, Then the leadin~ fans of the time received a sample matl-
ing from "The Fantasy Amateur Press Assoctation.” This mailine con-
slated of a number of marazinea: ovtaside of Solor, the work of Teu-
rasi, all of them had been published by Mollheim and his friends,
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Wollheim's article, "Jhy the Fantasy Amateur Press Association?"
in the first issue of The FAPA TFan was & masterpiece of simple, con-
cise, patient explanation, He exnlained that there were about two
dozen titles in the field at the time, anvnearing with great irrepu-
larity, The average clirculation of a fan marazine was between twen-
ty and thirty-five, Those surnassing that range were rare e xcep-
tions, Wasg a neid circuletion this low worth the effort exmende 4 ?
The answer, contended Wollheim, wes Mo, Obviouslv, then, the only
gain was the puvbhlisher!s personal satisfaction,

He told of the amateur press groups, whose members could publish st
anvy dntervals they wished marazines of any shape, size, form or ds -
geription, The distribution of these puvblications was emnhasiged:sll
members produced enough copies of their mapazine to cover the entire
membership. These were sent to a mailing mesnager who mailed to mem-

bers at stated intervals a copy of each masazine so econtributed, ™
this way, every editor and suthor could be certein thst his work re-
ceived the widest possible digtribution. Wollheim emnhasized t h e

monev, time and energy saved by eliwinating seperate vostings of mes-
azineg by individual editors to subscribers. There would be no dead-

lines to meet, no subscrintion lists to keep uv by advertising, and
so ons no fan need be ohlired to continue nrinting a mapgazine he weas
no longer interested in because of outstanding subscrivtions or any
other reason, Concluded Wollheim:

We limited FAPA to fifty mewbers bhecause hecto
magazines can not exceed that. We limit officers to
one term.....We 1imit membership to active fans be-
cause we do not want any deadwood. A1l members must
be willine and able to do their shere to hold up the
fan macazine standards, The number of elipibles
exceeds fifty. We believe that we will reach our
limit in short order,

Had the fans been a blt older, a bit more mature, they might haw
realized that here was et least m temmorarv salvation for them, Ac-
tive fans then numbered less than fifty---The Fantasy Amateur Press
Agsociation could have included every fan of imnortance, Wollheim's
statements ahout the circulations of fan magezines were unauestionebly
true, Thus it might have heen expected that fans would flock to the
orecgnization immedietelw, and enter into its activities with ent 1 u -
siagm, But they did not.

Despite Wollheim's crystal-clear exnlanation the fans did n o t
understand the FAPA, They did not understand 1t becsuse nothing of
comparahle nature had ever entered the snhere of thelr interest b s -
fore. The idea of sivine eny macazine awav wag reparded as almo st
fantasticy "We lose money as it isl" they protested, Some, because of
past fracases, distrusted Wollheim hisself, mistakenly feeling that
the orranization belonped to him alone just as a fen megazine belongs
to its publisher, In valn Wollheim pointed to the democratic ¢ on-
stituvtion, providing for annual elections, which hed been sent o u %
with the mailing, Fans didn't understand thst either, There had
been plenty of fraternitv but little democracy in previous organiza-
tions. Thev remembered the ISA where one rroup was always ahead of
another in its interpretations of the constitution,

Then whv didn't the association fail? The answer to that i s
twofold: Firstly, as we have previously noted, fans of that day werse
fenatic collectors of their own publicetions. FPAPA mapegzines could
be obtained in only one way---by joining FAPA, And so, many joined,
nrobably feeling that for fifty cents they were probably striking a
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harecain, Secondlv, "ollheim virtually bherred fans to join, ¥e cam-
nairmed continually with all of "is nlentifvl enerev, As a result ,
many fang "did him a favor" and joined. Put mest of the joiners soon
hecame intrirued sfter a whirle and wondered how thev ever couvld have
congidered stavine cut. And sbill later many fans confined most or
all of their ectivity to FAPA, thus contributins much to the vrorress
and welfare of the ~roun, Put that is another storv,

By December 1937 the roster of the assoclation included Rosen-
blum, Wollheim, *ichel, Carnell, Pohl, "vle, Schwartz, Towndes, Me -
Phail, Sveer, Osheroff, Thommnson, Taurasi, Wilson, Wirrins, Paltadon-
18, Madle, Moskowitz, "Vodoso" (the name under which a Tos Ance 1 e 8
prouo received mailings), “hromas Yhiteside ard H, C, Koenie, As vet
nrohably no one dreamed that FAPA would amoynt to much more them a
pagsing fad. For FATPA did not become science-fiction fandom; it
simply became another facet of the whole field, FPans continved + o
opubligsh their own subscrintion magazines, and contributed worthles s
11ttle sheets to FAPA, Fandom Adid not recornize a solution to its
vroblems when 1t was offered: it con“inued to work out a salvation in
the traditional, if fumbling, fashion.

Perhaps it is fortuanate, in the lone run, that the Farbtnssy Ama-
teur ®ress Association did not achieve its aim of becoming fandom it-
gelf. For this would have doomed fans to & crammed and isolated
sphere, an obscure unit which might well have starnated and died for
lack of new blood, As an interral vart of fandom, however, it con-
tinued to remain virile throurhout its life,

(Conyricht by fam os%owitz, Renrinted with snecial nermission
of the author,)
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RALE MO BRYY
DAN McPHAIL

Tt has hern 2o lone time since ag manv old-time ton flicht names
have anneared ia one farrzlsae a3 in this sweciel efition af  PHANTASY
PRIFSS , Tt haa heen mv re2al nieasure to bhear arain from 700d friends
of bv-pone dave who took time from busy schedules to nrepare matera
ial for this Memorv Bool, Ag I extend my thenks to them for their
kind assistance, my thaurhts go back to many events of Pirst and Se-
cond Fandom with which they were so closely associated,

I regret that time, that relentless enemv of all editors, nre-
vented me from includinr more members of the 'Class of !'37', as well
a3 those who came in shortisr thereafter, such as TPdgar Martin, Harry
Warner, Forrest Ackerman and Rob Tuclker, I do anprceciste the wmany
nld friernds who answered mv renuest for paterisml and regret I 4d1id
nnt have time to search owvt the others.

This Smecial Issue is mv contribution to the written bistorv of
fendom, ar an exvression of sratitude for the manv hours of en joyrert,
end the manv friends it has bhrousht me, Ted Carnell and I eare now
in our 2lst vear of correspondance, and T hrear at intervals from ot-
hers., I am esnecially haovmy bver sparkine Jimmy Tauresi to join on
the Waitinr List and T look forwvard to hig active retvrn to FAPA,

Sam Moskowitz nointed ovt something to me in a recent letter. ™®
said "Life nlavs veculiar tricks on us as we grow older, It hroadens
our interests hut absorhs the time we have to eneace in them, When
we were verv youns, we had nlenty of time but not enourh money or
knovledre, Mowr, as we r~row older, e have the ¥novrledee end rein-
tively sveaking, the money, but there arc not enourh hours in the
dgy for what we bhave to do."

That is what T have certainly realized in nrenarine this pub-
lication, So manv, many thinrs come up in vour work, family und
community life, that it is a difficult matter to find enough time
to do all the careful olannine and research that vou desire, Then,
before vou realize it, the mailine deadline is here end vyou must
vind the thing up in time for a nostmailine,

Stenping {rom the past to the present, I would like to Ppavy
~gpecial tribute to a Maitine Lister vho has actumrlly mede this nub-
lication nossible. He is Ron Parker and his fine skill and know-
ledre of mimeocravhy is resvonasible for the neat smpearance of this
issue,. He is & ~ood YMan, and joins me in hoping this booklet will
take its wlace alons side the FANCYR, THFE IMWORTAL S™N3M and T H T
NENFAM'!'S GUINE as a valuable reference work in this f1eld.

" Qe



d 2 b ul
TORAIS SLOTT DOLLENS

|
NEFTIAL BETIC

(-

L/ 7

~J

When founder Yollheim beran to lay nlans for lauwnching
the FPantuasy Ameteur Press fssocigtion in 1€37, he nicked a
nromising vounc artist to create an official emblem for the
new orranization,

Thet artist was “orris Scott NDollens, then of FHorth St,
Paul, M"inn., and he desirned a symhol that has endrred thru
two decades, end adorns the cover of thls FAPA ¥IMORY ROOK,

Morrie Dollerns cut & meteoric career across the early
fandom firmament with hils beautifully hectocravhed SCITNCE
FTCTION CHLLECTOR, Sam lfoskowitz has said that if any fan
macezine ever deserved to be listed amonr the "creats” it
was this one.

Today, Nollens resides in los Anreles and has distin-
ruished hi~self by means of & uniaue techniaue of teble-
top protography. Fans who have seen his work on disvlay at
recent WorldCons cen testify to his fine art ability. Sci-
ence fietion readers in renersl will soon see him on pro-
zine covers,

"hen T began to ley plans for thila special edition of
PHANTASY PRFSS, I contacted “Morris, a men val of mine dus-
in~ the Thirties, and asked if he would create another dn.
;i;ﬁ for us, this time to symbolige the 20th Anniversary of

We are nlease? to vresent the followines tribute to FAPA
by Morris Scott Dollena, A tribute that well symholi=z es
the changes - the evolution - thet has taken nliace 8 ince
1937.

--The Editor
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. /n the Deginning

Some twentr vears aco, Don Wollhelm steted
thnt "the world of fentasvy fens has entered wpon
the nhass of amateur jorrnalism and it will pmro-
bably alvays have it."

The provhetiec noture of his words are con-
firmed todav in the fact thet not one but sevs
eral fan a~ia~ ~roups are flouriahing and show
every indication of contlnuing to do so,

The Fantasy Amateur Press fAfssocletion 18 a
pioreer among fan orcanizations and its early
history 1s hagzy to many 'old-timers! and =rl-
most unknown to those who have joined the ranks
of fandom since "“"orld War IT dsvs. It is the
purpose of this section of the Memory Hook t o
review manv of the activities end highlights of
FAPA!s first wear, 1937-38.






DAN McFHLITL

FPAPA started with a verv small membership and founmder Wollheim a-
~pointed a temporarv slate of officers bo onerate until enough fans
joined to make an election possible.

In Tecember, the membershlp totaled 21 members and ballots wer e
sent out to elect officials to complete the remainder of the year end-
ing in July, 1938.

Some pre-election cammaipning went on, with Baltaedonis having a
"hand-b111l" in the second mailing, boostins his stock for Sec. - Treas,
Bob Madle also had g leaflet booatine his qualifications f o r Vice-
President, while the incumbent had an ad 1n hia newsvaper ad v ising
readers that "McPhail's the Man" for Veep.

Non Yollheim svept a field of five candidates, volling 15 votes to
3 for ‘Tichael and one each for Moskowitz, '"ilson and ‘iggins,- Dean
McPhail took a hotly-contested, and disputed, race over Madle, 11 to
10, with one vote blank. Bal tadonis tallied 16 votes for S-T arainst
2 for Wollheim (not e candidete, since he was running for Presiden t )
and YWilson with one each for Dockweiler and Taurasi, Fred Pohl took
Michael, 12 to @ for the post of 0fficial Editor.

Conslderable opposition to the Wollheim aroup was developing and
in the Lth meilins much political advertising appeared, Egpecinlly
active was a group endorsing Faltadonis, Speer and Madle for presidert,
v-p and OE and supporting Taurasi for Sec,-Treas, although he was not
associated with them, However, the lew York party snowballed int o
three offices, as lMichael upset Baltadonis, 20 to 11, with Yirrins get-
tine 7 votes, Sam Moskowitz 3 and Pohl 1. Lowndes took & close Veep
race with 15 votes to 12 each for Speer and Wilson, while three others
ot a vote apiece, DAW vpolled 28 votes to 13 for Madle, and Taurasi
romped home with 31 votes to 11 for his four ooponents,

So, arain, the Michallsts had retéined control of the orgenizetion
but an amazing development was to shortly take nlace. Opposition to
the new administration was stl1ll strong but no one expected anvthing
unugual to havpen, Then the second section of the 5th mailing appear-
ed in Novemher, 1938, including a special issue of the FA, in which
was printed a series of official corresvondance, First, Lowndes re-
sirned as Vice~-President, Michel then annonited Olon "imgina to re-
nlace him, Then, !iichel advised Wippins that he, the president, was
resiesning, and recommending Richard Wilson Jr. as his replacement. Fi-
nally, DAW resiprned as OL and suvrested Milton Rothman as his success-
o i35 However, Yalter llarconette came in ms new V-P and Rothman took
over the mailing duties.

As the Summer of 1932 anproached, the first actual political paty
was formed in PAPA, Tt was orranized by Marconette, Taurasi snd M-
Phail end was named the Pro~rressive Party, aiming st membsrs that nisht
be termed ag "independents’. Mavrconette degsirned a party enz2lam (o
triangle enclosing a retort and a book) and 'MeFhail issued TANTASY
PROGRLESS as their publication. A number of members joined thso 9 W
party end others made incuiries, Their announced aim was to Tight the
"isms" threatening FAPA and promote other henefits, especially repular
quarterly meillings, i
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The election that vear was another hot political battle, a nd
when the smoke had clesred, & new slate of officers were heading u p
the orcenigation. There were not as many cendidates as the previous
election, and a total of 19 out of 29 qualified voters participated.
McPhail had considered the race for President, but withdrew in sup-
port of Teurasi in order not to split the Progregsive ticket. Jack
Speer weas meking a second successive attempt to win the VP c¢ram, and
this time another Michalist candidate faced him, Fred Pohl., For sec-
retary-treasurer, retirine Wiecgins was vieinpg acmainst Robert Madle,
while Veiter Marconette faced Wack Asnew for 0Officiel Editor.,

The outcome showed that Philadelnhian Rothman had overwhelmingly
defeated Taurasi, 15 to lj, while his stable-mate Madle had done aimost
as pood, downing Wiggins of Coloredo, 13 to 5. Speer triumphed over
his Yew York rival, 11 to 7, but the blpg landslide went to Marconette,
winner by a vote of 17 to 1. There was one member who cast a vote
only in the presidential race. Shortly therealter, Marconmtte sub-
mitted his resipnation, claiming he never ren for the office cof OE in
the first place, and that his name was vlaced on the ballot w i t h -
out his knowledee. (although he actuelly published one issue of t h e
F AL) Pregsident Rothman then named Jack Agnew as Official Zditor.

The mid-1940 election was feirly mild, althourh Rothman and El-
mer Perdue did 1issue a campaign circular, and Speer, announcing he
was not a candldate for office, did a review of the situation as he
saw it, Finel results saw an administration composed of Bob Tucker,
president, Harry Warner, vice-president, Milton Rothman as sec-treas,
and Elmer Perdue, Officilal Editor.

Thus the first three years of FAPA's political history. Outside
the bundles, there were often hot letters exchanged between contend-
irg partles, and much intrisue took nlace via the postapce stamp roite,
as well as occaslonal satherings of the clan, Generally  speaking,
there were two main opposing partles, with a slzable number of inde-
pendents, who likely held the balance of vower Iin those early days.
The so-called Michelists gsroup included ollhelm, Pohl, Lowndeaq, Wil-
son, and Wipgins, Thelr most active rivals were the Philad el nhia
rroup which included Baltadonis, Rothman and Madle plus Speer, "hase
groups fought hard, and sometimes bitterly, for the 'silent vote!, wih
the llew York pgroup finally locsing i,

Tt 1g difficuit, these meny years after, to recall, and 1lcesgte,
information eand data relative to that period. The PHANTASY PRrRTSS,
which was originally a streirht newspaper, carried very complete news
coverape of FAPA politics as well 23 other events, as long as it ap-
peared, but it ceased publicetion with its June, 1939 issue, in the
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At the end of the first full year of Fapa, President Wollheim, in accordénce
with established custom in other ayjay groups, set up a committee whose pur pose
would be to select the beat work of 1937-38; and thus pave the way £for an annual
recognition of outetending telent In our organization,

Following preliminary correspondance on the subject, the Preeidont wrote to
Dan lcFhail, in way, 1938, as followe:

Y48 Vice-President, you would serve as Chairmen of emy ULlasreate Committee
should such be appointed,,,..do you think it advisable? I have in mind the ap-
pointzent of five wenbers, residing in different sections, Each will pick his
choices (first and second) for various laureate titles and send to you, You will
total them and announce the winners, I suggest the following honorary titles
Publishing laureate, Poet Laureate, Artist Laureate and Literary laureate. These
will not be given for specific items (as do other AFA's) but to individuals for
total work,

iThe Literary Laureate to the member doing the best writing - etory or erti-
cle {or do you thninmk we should divide this into two laureateships?)

"Poetry,..and Artist,.for best work in those fields,

"Choices will mot be made on single specimens, they will be given for those
who have done the most to deserve such a title, For inetauce, if A hae publish-
ed three very good pvhlications, while B has put out seven fairly good on e s—
A wine it. 3ut if kes put out one publication to B's five = and if &'s is very
good, and B's five each not as good ~ B wins it anyway,"

From this start, we evolved five catagories; the four above plue an Edi-
ting laureate, for the member editing the best magazine im eppearence and quality.
The comrittee based their decisions not upon any single piece of work but on a
general survey of all work by any individual,

Certificates, such as reproduced on page 35, were created, and donated tothe
wioners, by John B, Michel, The committee, in its report in the Fall, 1938 Fan-
tasy Arateur, seid they felt these avards would prove an incentive for the menbers
to strive for better work in the years shead,

The second ennual lLaureate awards were wade by chairman Walter Marconett e ,
with & committee compeosed of Jack Speer, Frederick Pohl, Robert lLowndes, and fol-
lowed the precedent of the first comzittee of tallying three points for first
place, two for second,

The final resulte rhowed Publishing laureate won by John tichel with Henor-
able lention going to the team of Forrest J, Ackerman and Forojo,

Editing Luurceate winner was R.D. Swisher, with Ruseell J, Hedgkime runnerup,

Artist Laureate went to Welter larconmette, with Leslie Ferri and John Balte
adonis tied for Honorable lention,

Poet Laureate was again won by Robert Lowndes, followed by J. Chapman Miske,

Literary Laureete vas awatded to J, Ohapman Meke, with Honorable Mention go-
ing to H, Q, Xoenig,

A
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This writer's early Fapa files ends with the 12th meiling and the Fantasy Arme-
teur (Sept., 1940) does not contain any ennouncement regarding the appointment of a
Laureate committee let alone mr revort from one. Fresident Rothman had stated (in
the March, 1940 Fa) that "Jaclk Speer will continue with the Laureate Committee", but
apparently no work was done on 1it. It should be noted, howaver, that Fapa had jux
gone through a wost critieal period, during which one meiling wes actually not sent
out, and records were in bhad shape. Milton and Jack end a few others deserve a
great emount of credit for bringing order out of chaos, and it is understandable thst
a laureatship for the third year may have been omitted.

darry derner was Vice-Fresident for 1940-41, but I don't kmow if he headed up
a Laureate committes et the emd of his term or not.

I have no details upon tke period from 1941 to 1946, but I understand the an-
nual awards, citing outstanding work in the various fields of Fapa journalism were
rade, According to Formen 3tanley, president of Fapa during the period of 1945-
46, the lauureatehips wemt unawarded, "for wo good reasom,” Also a custom that
had built up, of members publlshing nominations in their.owm publicetions as =&
guide for the commitiee, died out, Stanley became Vice~President the followi ng
term, succeeding Bob Tucker, and it is assumed he did not revive the traditional
awerds,

The Fapa Qonstitution, as approved in Jume, 1940 (by & vote of 22 to 1)}, ope-
cified that the Vice-~Freaident serve as chairman of the laureste Awarde committea,
The present Comstitution does not list such a duty, so it can be assumed that ecme-
where along the line the past ten years it was dropped, Perhaps by one of the
rany revisions the Oonstitution has gone through; I do not know.

An organization such as Fapa should give tangible evidence of superior work by
its members, in the form of a citation awarded annually for outstanding creftsman-
ship, ae determined by a laureate awards comrittes, Our presont Constitu t i on
gives the President power to appoint auxilieary officimls for purposes not other-
wise provided for,

Parnape 19957-58 can see m revival of this old custom of givirg official re-
cognition to the really productive and talented members of our organizatior, Per-
haps in-coming President Ted Whlte will agree that it is a Gond Thinmg to Do,




Thne Zditor guarantees himself e little
eroboc with thia reprint of the award whicir
he raceived, based on work during the first
year of Fapa, (But, heck, it was a cinch;
he wea Chairman of the selecticr commitiee)
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As one of nise last officlal acts, retiring first Presideunt, Donald iollheim
established a luureate Averds Committee, to select outstanding talent ewong the
membership anc to award suitadvle certificates t{o the winmers, The comrittee was
composed of fichard Wilson, Robert Lownles, Robert lMadle and Clon Wiggina, with
Daniel IcPhail ma Ohairwan, They uwcde their selections, zivinz three volea fcr
first place, two for second, Final tabulaetions showed ths following resulte:

Publishing Laurecate Eciting Laureate Art Laureets
James V, Tauresi Jonn V, 5S:ltadonia #alter M, marcanetts
lionoreble Meption Hooerari: ¥ealron Honorable iMention
Conald 4, wWollheim Daniel zFnail Johu V, naltadonis
Poetry Lauresta Literary lLaureate
Robert 4, Lowndes Robart W. Lowncaa
Honorable Yertiom ionorable Mention

Fredericﬂ_?ohl Conald A, Wollheim

»
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HEMNBERS HN\\/\W HECUHI

DIRING t-‘*/.)‘__l FIEST yEAR

Notes: Asterisk (*) indicates nom-member

pame total pagea number iosues  Mailineg
Taurasi 62 11 4
Wollheim 4€ 16 4
Baltadonis 4o 16 4
Michael 27 6 2
diggins 2% 4 3
Lownde s 20 1 1
Fohl 20 5 3
Hodgkins 14 2 2
McPhail 13 = 3
Gillespie 12 1 1
Rosenblum o 2 2
Spear & 2 3
Carnell 6 6 2
Madle 5 1 1
Voskowitz 5 1 1
Sykorea 4 1 1
Sheppard* 4 1 1
Wilson 4 1 1
Bolen & Graveo * 4 1 1
Conover 1 1 1
Kyle 1 1 1
Vodoso 1 1 1
Ackerman - 1 1 (card)

The lergest magazine to appear during thoe four mailings
of FAPa's first year was the 18-page edition of 'Intervlanetary
Tales", Bditor was James V. Taurasi.

Longest title to appear during the initial year was the
4-page "SCIKNTIF ICINEMAGAZINEEX TRACRDINARY" by Bolen & Graves,

The first postmailing in FAPA's history was macde by Clon
digginse of Denver, after he missed the 2nd mailimg. Tne pame
of hia magaziwe should Ye of interesat to H, Golds GALAXY,

sost frequent publication was Taurasi's SOLCR, with nine
issues; Uarnell's BULLETIN of the BIS and Wollheim's FAP4: FAN
(6 each); Wollheim's FHANTAGRAPH —~ 5 iesues; and éigrin's GalaaY
and Mcrhail's ROCKET, three issues each,

Mallin Contributors No, Items
74 Finst /‘/0(.'1 let : 6 12
ond 10 21
%rd 14 27
bth 14 23

RN 83
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A BACKWARD GLANCE
AT THE FIRST FAFPA MLG,

Fll 1937

Fapa's first meiling came in a brown cenvelope {postage 3¢)) with a picture of
the New York City skyline in the upper left~hand corner aleng with John L Michel's

| return address,

Its contenta included the firgi issue of the F,A.P,A, Fan whiech (with per-
mission of its editor) is renrinted elsevhere in this publicatinm,

The Amateur Science Review #1 (Jan,, 1937) was a fine printed four—pager o f
odd size (7x9), It was 1ssued by an American Ameteur Science League of West Ches-
ter, Pa,, and unone of tlie staff were Fapa members. (Cnly recovwized fan was Will
3, Syk;ra and it is epaumed Wollheinm contributed the magazine, as he was an AASL
member).

Ted Carnell contriButed Vol, 1, Nos 4, %, and 6 of his Bulletin of the British
Interplanetary Society, another odd-size, bteing 7x1l, Printed, one side only, it
contaired newse and articles on Engligh rocket activities of thet ers.

Gem of the bundle was a I2-page, "xl{ Imaginative Fiction by John V. Balta-
donis of Fhiladelphia, Cne of the "Comet" group of fanzires, this %rd issue was
dated June and was beautifully hectographed in color, It contained & short short
tale by Sam Moskowitz, an article on Homer Eon Flint by Robert Madle, e derart-
ment of science news bhriefs by George Hahn and a 'goseip' columr that contained
mention of a ruwor that Hugo Gernsback might soon.issus a "larvelous Stories",

Willis Qonover, Jr, contributed a printed Cbeervetions and Ctherwise in a
format of 5 3/4 x 121, It contained corment on H, F, Lovecraft and printed son-
nets from EPL's bool: "Funpi from Yugroth", Cne perc only,

Vol, 6, numbers 3 and 4 of The Fhanterzvaph, a 44x6 printed four—pager by Woll-
heim was of excellent appearance, They contained e Lovecraft ahort and poems by
Pohl, Frank B, Long, H, Koenipg and Robert Lowndes also had material in them.

Same size, & pages, but mimeorraphed, Wollheim and Ifichel submitted the ini-
tial iesue of The Bcierce Fiction Bard, featuring Lovecraft, Long, allen Glaeser,
Braxton dells, Willis Oonover and others, It wae a 'Mijitwag!,

James V, Taurasi of Flushing had a 4..page hectoed #1 8oclor, which conteined &
review of the new British prozine, Tules of Wonder; and a cartoon feature p oking
fun et fans, a reproduction of the British magazine appesred on its cover.

A copy of %the GhuGhu Calendar for the Year I'hree took up & page, wmimaograrthed,

SUMMARY OF THE FIRST MAILING

12 items, from seven publishers, representing three etates and England, Seven
were printed, four mimeogzraphed and two hectographed, Total pages: 42

37

e e e e A A



kel B ULD iIH"%*’ IR

In the last issue I volunteered to keep and preserve for FAPa, the old records
donated to us by Robert ladle. Bob Pavlat sent them on to me, and from them I have
picked a few itews that I feel are of a general interest, Such as the following
list of charter members and the credentiels they offered to qualify thermselves:

Don Wollheim ~ 8-30-37 ~ Fublisher, lae Fhantagraph

John Michel - 8-30-37 ~ "L'Adres Midi P'un 6ap" in Phantaegraph

Ted Carnell ~ 8w30-~37 ~ Column in Scientifiction ('"Fantasia")

B, C. Koenig - 8-20-37 ~ "One The Trail of Weird and Phantastic! in Fhanta-
graph

Fred Pohl -~ 8-31-37 « Editor Mind of Man

Julius Schwartz - O=1i-%7 - Editor Fantasy lagazine (Jawn,, 1937)
Rcbert Lowndes = O-17-37 . "Porbidden Books" {eonnet) in Fhantagraph, June'37,

Dave Kyle —~ 9-18-37 ~ Editor Phantasy World (feb,, 1937)
Vodoso ~ 9=10-37 - Cover drawing on Imagination!

Jack Sveer - 0-20-37 — Regular c¢olumn in Science Fiction Kews
Dan MeFaeil - 9-20.37 ~ Editor Science Fiction Wews (Dec., 1936)
Alex Osheroff = "10~8-37 -~ copy of the Solar Scoutb

James Lauras]j -~11-14-27 -~ Editor Cosrmic Tales

Robert Tnompsoy «11-14-37 .« article in Cosmic Tales

Sanm Moskowitz ~11-20-37 —~ Editor Helios

J.V, Baltedonis = 12-2-37 . Publigher SF Collector, PSFS Kews, FPantesy Herald
Jack Gillespie ~12-20-37 — Assistant editor, Cosmic Tales

Larry Farsaci -12-27-37 - "To A lieteor" (poem) in Imagination! (Cct,, 1937)
Robert radle -12-30-37 - Editor fantesicience Dipgest

Harry Dockweiler =-12=30-37 -~ Editor Fantaey Hirror

iiichasl Rosenblum=12-30-37 — Publisher BF Gazette, articlem in Novae Terrae

Jack Aubinson «12-30-57 ~ Helped stencil International Chserver; short stories

Leslie Rerrie ~-12-30--37 - lateriel in Mind of Man
Olon Wiggins ~12~30-37 ~ Editor Science Fiction Fan
Tom Whiteside ~12-30-37 - (none listed on application)

The record book containe also applicetions for the year 1938 and include the
following: Jack Adgnew, Louls Kuslan, Dan Burford, R.D, 8wisher, Dale Hart, Cswald
Train, E.H, Smith, Russell Fodgkins, i A, Rothmen, Morojo, Will Sykora, Valter
larconette, russell Leadabrand, Herb Goudket, Bermard Quinn, F.,Jd, Ackerran,

J.J, Weir, Jack Johnson, Edgar Allen lartin, and Richerd ¥ileon, Jr,

Some interesting motes weres scribbled on many of these old formes Koenig in-
dicated that his address was was that of the Electrical Testing labs; Swisher odd-
ly inquired about a book; Dele Hart, who said "DAW has previously raceived thae
half-dollar"! liated a "Scientiscraps" to be published; Leadabrand eaid he would
publish "Io" ae scon ms he received the first mailing end "see how others do it,";
Goudket stated he was editor of "Scientiphoto" - to be publisked - while Weir's
crede?tial was Hautaamogoria, the mag of quality, "plus other eoldritch goo now and
then,
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Cn one point, Wollheim missed the boat as a forecaster, He underestimated
the strength of his own crestlon, when he maintained, i 19%8, that the idea of &
railing deadline was ons wvhich, 1n practice, had never worked out in the ayjay
groups.

Mac, the frophet: In a letter to DAW, in April, 1938, McFhail seids "Glad
to hear Lowndes is head of the Bureau of Critics,,...I imagine the other rags will
gradually start a "cormment" columm, similar to my 'Looking 'Em Cver' 1n The Rocket
~-you know how the.fellows in the AAPA gab about each other's sheets.

The firet waiting list contained the names of Edgar Allen Yartip, Millie Tau-
rasi (Jirmy's sister), Bob Tucker, and #illard Dewey, Martiw became first w,l,er
to coxe in, after Jaclr Gillesple dropped out,

The Rocket, nmow Fhamtesy Press, was the first mewspaper in fandom, It alseo
featured the first Fapa review column and the first baliot results,

Richard Ailson, Jr,, revealed In a contribution to the fifth maillng that a
group of Fhiladelphia fams almoet formed a rival organigation, to be known as PAPA
—— Phantasy &umteur Pregss Association,

COn the other hand, the Michelists threatemed to start their owm APA if Speer's
group bested them in the 19%8 elections,

lobert Ilbdle reported, in Science Fiction Collector (March, 1938) that "Robert
¥, Lowndes sent only 30 copies of his Fapa paper "Strange! to be meiled, There-
fore, all the members names were written on arall slips of paper and e few were
chosen at rendom, Fach of those choeen was mot to recelve "Stramge" in his mail-
ing. Imagine Fred Pohl's surpriee, if it can be called that, when he found thai
he, the Officinl Fditor, was one of those who were compelled to be alighted,"

The Arateur 3cience Fictiorn Journalist, appearing in the 7th mailing, hed the
first tally sheet of member's activity to appear im Farpa,

To Milton A, Rothran must go credit for establishing the custom of publishing
1 complete memberehin list in each Fantesy Amateur (March 1940 -~ Fa v3, n2),

The membershin of Fapa, as printed in the firet Fantasy Amatsur, showed 18
members fromw Wew Yor'k, 7 from Permsylvania, 5 from Californie, two each from Few
Jersey, Conneticut, Oklehoma, and England; and one each from Colorado, Chio, Vir-
ginie, Mmesachusetts and Texas, Total of 43 members in 11 states end Britain.

Total pages f'or the four railings of Fapa's first year was 33% pages, By
contrast, the total pages for lallings 75 thru 78 totaled 2335 pagoul



The original membership cerds were printed by Johnm B, Michel (total coat to
Fapa treasury: 50¢) and gent to all paid-up members in late 19357. He also seunt a
large imprint of the Fapa emblem, which was suitable for framing, about 19 years
later, as present-day mewubers know, Sam Mirtinez obtained cories of these two itens
from a charter member and reproduced thaem for 1¢56 members.

lorris Scott Dollena, present-dey top f£light artist {(currently doing covers for
Boucher's Migazine of fantasy and Science Fiction) was commissioned by Don Wollheim
to create the ofificial Fapa emblem in 1937, Dollens great sl:iill with pen and
brush first came to the attention of fardom with the appearence of his now legend-
ary "Science Fiction Collector" which he hectographed in beautiful colors,

Fhantagraph, edited by DAY and a mainstay of early mailings, originally vas
the TFG Bulletin and later combined with SF Review, Fantastory, The Tiwe Traveller,
The Planeteer, OGurious Stories, Queer and others,

First petition to appear (in %1 FA) was addressed to Fapa adwinistrations,
past, present and future, by Robert A, Madle, James V, Taurasi, John V. Baltadonis
and Daniel McPhail, It requested that "baclk~date mailings" be tept for the con-
venience of future members end be sold at 15¢ each! (dated 3-15-38)

Bdwin Hadley Smith, librarian of the Hational Amateur Journalisw Library, was
accorded a membership in 1938 in order that mailinge could be cateloged and filed
in the museum of ayjay im Philadelphia,

John Baltadonis provided tHe firet financial regort, covering the period of

hugust, 1937 to February, 1938, Income (28 members) $14.00 plus a 40¢ donation;
Expensess 34,00 for postage.

’ - -~ , . ~~

[} YEAKS AGC IN FAFA

[f In duly, 1977, Donanld A. Wollheim and a few associatea sent out copiss of
a Qonstitution for a proposed new ayjay group -~ tire Fantasy Amateur

Prese Assoclation, Fext month the first melling was sent out to prospective mem-

bere, 4 tenporary administration was mared, pending am eloction, composed of
Wollheim, McPhail, Miller amd Mchel.

YEARS ALC IN FAFA
A moet constructive administration composed of 8tanley, Tucker, Widner
' and Perdue, worked to clear out deadwood by use of the mew mctivity re-
gquirements, admitting 18 new membere during the year. Jack Epeer drafted s new
constitution for forral vote., Publishinc was down from the 104%5-4 record, but
produced a total of 1471 pares (Mailings 4, 4o, Us, 44),

C YEARS AQGD IN FAPA
The new mdministration, as Fapa passes its 15th year, is Lee Hoffman,

U Presidenty Bob Silverberg, Vice-Fresident; A, E, #imne, Secretery-Trea
surer; Redd Bogge, Official Editor, The 60th mailing, Swmer, 1952, numbered 311
pages, including 41 postmailed. The 1951-52 year, just ernded, hed a total of 1469
Eagea, compared Lo 943 for 1950-51; 1109 pages in 1949-50; and 1265 pares in 1948~
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Cldest of all titles in the

Fantasy Amateur Press 4dssociation is %hat of %f
THE F.a.P, A, FAN, which founder Donala A, s
Wollheim publiched for the first mailing ea X
en introduction tc the purpose and saims of ?;
the wnew organization, and wnile he ad
vroclsimed it es his perscnal journal, it "3
nevertheless served as a  semi- officisl ti

oublication until the 1later appearance of
The Fentasgy Ameteur,

We are rrivilered to re-
nriny, with Mr, Wollheim's avrroval, thig
first of all FAFA publications, e<actly as
it anpasred in the initial mailing.
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B THE F.A,P.A, FaN G L

-published in the interest of the Fan*zay Ameteur Frese Association-
-- Donald A, Wollbeim, 801 Waszt Fad hve., E.Y.C. ~--

Number One TAR) July 1957

WHY THE F.i,PA, ?

Interest in our new organizetion haeg reached considerable propor=-
tions. Those fan editore ond publishers who have heard of it in ad-
vance have with no exception besn very entnusiastic aoout it, 4All have
felt that it was an orgenizaiion for uhich there had been great need.

that is the P,A.P,A.? That is best found out by etudying our aqon-
atitution(probably the clearest and mos* workabla af any stf club).
The purpose mnd organizetion is there outlined. Then why this?

There are today about 27 fan magazines coming out iregularly.
Several, not too many, menege a rezuler publication date; othere start
off regulerly and then peter out; still others see a firet iesue and
then lapse for mges before another appears. Some go through various
metamorphoaes; pass through printing and hekto stages, chienge handej
chengas cwnership; and iu other ways are unreliable. Why oo?

The enswer is that fan wagazines, although publiehed for the fun
of it, have hed thus fer to keep up a pretence of being subscription
megazines in order to have any circulation, Of course they could be
given avway, but to whom? To 100,000 atf readers? To 1000 fanst Such
circulation would be prohibitive and murserouely expeunsgive. So charging
their very nomiral (for the most part) ratss they manage to get
girculated, But thelr circulation is very swall, The writer has a large
pxpericrce with fen maganzines and hae had the confidence of many fel-
low eaitors. The average circulation of a fen magazire is somawhera

between 20 and 35. Those who surpess that sre rare exceptionas, But is
a circulation. thie low worih it? The enawsr is “na.

Of course, practically mll the editors exchange publications with
each other. Thue fipures may riss. Bu% this .a very uncertain and un-
relisble. and can fans be sure that ever the vaying subscribere
appreciate the time and work put intio a publication? I doubt meny
of thexm do unless they aro themselves editors. lany of thewm era.

With smch editor exchenging and eubacribing to other magazines,
e soon looses any money he might meke, if he could make any. Ihat i=s
why many titles go oue issue end no more, or pass out efter three or
four, The subscribers do not support Lt. The gain is only the emusement
derived by the editor, publisher end writers.

Now in the gemeral world of youth there are several orgenizations
of whet are knowrr as "amateur journeliete"., Thesa chaps publish little
papers and megazines as a hobby, They follow no regular publicetion
date. They may range from 4 pege 325 quarterliee to pretentious 3Q
page profeseionally printed magazines,



These young general amateur publishers banded themeelves together
into amateur prees associations for the purposs of regulating and
bettering their exchansez, of alding ecch otler, of giving and recelv
ing advice and apnreciaticn. Thes? usedcietaions hold amiual get-
togethers, elected officers snd conlinbed heated political contests
which suorlisd constent tonic for ecvitnrial diescusaion, No matter
who won or lost, they all remain loval to the ideal of amateur journal-
ism and to their associatiomn,

The moert binding feature of thase associations was a unigque
inetitution called the mailiing burean, then a member had printed his
papar, he sent thom to the official designetad as Mailing Manager.
Thie pereon would mail out at regulsr intervais ic all the members
& bundle of all pupers esent to hiwm, A bunile similar to that
in vhich this leuflet is enclosed. hus every menber was sure of
getting ell the publicemtions and cvery puhlisher was sure that his
paper was reaching cveryons, and every writer aosured that bis works
were gelting the wirdeat prnesihie reeding.

This eaved the puniishers quite larpge exa of money and hours of
time and energy thot he woulld wave spant and gorne through for indiv-
idual msiling., As cubseription megunines, 1i2 papers could not have
paid, bBecaldes it wes Lis hobby, not hie buziness. He made his womey
gome other way, K2 set type or wrote as relaxalion in his snare time,
He didw 't kill higrself 4o meat denclines or build subscriptions., It
wa.g ell done fcr nleasure,

The world of fantasy fans Kus entered upon the phase of arateur
journalism an2 it will probably elweve heve it, Memsures ars needed
badly i< preezrve the indivigual publications end to place the entire
field ¢f fan wagarzines uron a mere friendiy, lece coumerciel, and
more solid founduiion. Thers are many fens Zeriring to put out a voics,
who dare nct for fzar cf being obligateé to keep 1t up and for the
worry end time tekon by subscriptiens end advertisiug, It is for them
and for the fan who edmiis it ie hia hobby and noi his business that
we formod the Funtasy Amateur Press 4sescc.ation,

We limited the FAPA to ©ifty menmbars because hekto magazines can
not exczed that, We limit officers to oue term bLecause we do not want
this organizatiow to remein in the hards of way single person or proup,
e lipi%t wemberehin to ACTIVE fans beczuse we do not want any deed
wood. a&ll menbers must be willing ard eble to do their share to hald
up the fan megnzine etandard. The number of eligcibles exceede
fifty. We belicve that we will resch our limit in short order. Pledges
of support have reached us from every fen editor who has beard of us,
Among these ere such es Zdward Carnell {London), Fred Pohl (Brocklyn),
Bill Miller (Bast Cranre), Harry Dockweuler (Queens), J.M.Rosenblum

(Leeds), Jemes Taurasi (Flushing), Den NcFhail (Oklahoma), Robert
Vadle (Pailadelvhis), and others.

Get on the bandwapon. If you recelved this, you ere elipible for
wembership, Let's hear from you and let's see you in the bundle!


magur.ir.ee

CFFICIAL BOARD

FANTASY  AMATEUR  PRES3  A3SOCIATION

Temporary of ficers appointed until a regular electicn ie held.

President - Donald A. ellkeim Secretary - J7illiam H. Miller, Jr.
801 Vlest End Avzcnue 69 Halatad Street
New Yor¥ City, N.Y. East Orangs, N.J.

Vice-President- Danicl McPhail Of fivial Aditor ~ John B. uichel
Couanche, Cizlahoma 222% Cortelyou Road
3rooklyn, N,Y.

A regular election will be held as soon as fifteen members have paid
their dues, Do not fail to eend in the application blenk on the lower half of
this sheet es soon as noamsible, Ve enti.ipeite a large resnonse., Fi)l it out
accurately and do not fail t> 1lied your credeatiasl. We had been intending to
have printed applicuations rezdy Tor this meiling hut the exigencies of time
made us unable to have them ready. They are now teing printed up,

(tear off here)

Anplication for active [iemberahip
FALTASY AMATEUR  PRESS ASSOCIATION
I hereby apply for active membership in the Fantasy Awateur Prees association
and inclose fifty cents for one year's dues, Listed herewith ie o statement of

my credential as required by Article 3 of the conatitution,

Nameolll-clol.onooouoco|c0-0-000..00'-0000000 D&teoQQOJOIOl-vcol!0loa.tlcll

street....olllllo......lI.l|‘.00.0000000004¢0

City and State

LR AL LI NI R RN NN RN RN R RN R R R RN R I IS BRI BN I SN A I BN S e )

Credential -

Check the branches of interest you will be active in 1=
() Writing () dditing ( ) Publishing ( ) Printing () Drewing
Send this blank and dues to the Secretary-Tressurer William H, Miller, Jr,

69 Haletad Street
Hagt Orange, N.J.



